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FESTIVAL DIARY — Days 9 & 10
POSTED BY NANCY KRIPAROS  ON SEPTEMBER - 20 - 2009

Day 9

Three screenings on this day.  The first film, the Italian film, I Am Love, directed by Luca Guadagnino,

is one of the most beautifully shot films I have seen in awhile.  The cinematography by Yorick Le Saux

has a look similar to some of the best in 60’s Italian cinema such as Visconti and Antonioni.  Tilda

Swinton plays a Russian who has married into a very wealthy Italian family.  As a wife and mother, she

lives a very ordered and cultured life.  Not until her son introduces her to his friend who is a chef, do her

senses become awakened in more ways than one. There are many admirable qualities to this film, not

least of which is Swinton speaking fluent Italian throughout and some Russian as well. As beautiful as

some of the camera work is, there is maybe too much style and not enough substance.

The second film of the day is The White Ribbon, directed by Michael Haneke.  A series of crimes, such

as a young boy being kidnapped and beaten and a barn being burned, plague a small farming town in

Germany before the First World War. We witness an adherance to harsh rules and obedience amongst

the families and many times it appears the parents abuse their children in trying to discipline them.  So

how do we expect these children to deal with their own anger? There is a constant sense of suspicion

and foreboding because no one knows who is responsible for all these evil deeds.  It gives us a

snapshot of how a society can become violent as a result of a certain value system. This film is

beautifully shot in striking black and white by Christian Berger and every scene looks like a historical

photo from that era. Powerful film.

The last film of the day was The Boys Are Back, directed by Scott Hicks.
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New WIDE Releases
Positive

Reviews

How to Train Your Dragon 77.7%
Hot Tub Time Machine 64.6%

New Limited Releases

West of Pluto (A l'ouest de Pluton) 73.5%
Waking Sleeping Beauty 72.1%
The Eclipse 71.5%
The Harimaya Bridge 66.8%
Bluebeard 65.7%
Lbs. 58.5%
Dancing Across Borders 51.0%
Dream Boy 49.5%
Manuela y Manuel 49.2%
Godspeed 49.0%
Chloe 46.5%
Just Say Love 38.8%
    Average: 53.4%

For more films, MovieReviewIntelligence.com
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Day 9

Three screenings on this day.  The first film, the Italian film, I Am Love, directed by Luca Guadagnino,

is one of the most beautifully shot films I have seen in awhile.  The cinematography by Yorick Le Saux

has a look similar to some of the best in 60’s Italian cinema such as Visconti and Antonioni.  Tilda

Swinton plays a Russian who has married into a very wealthy Italian family.  As a wife and mother, she

lives a very ordered and cultured life.  Not until her son introduces her to his friend who is a chef, do her

senses become awakened in more ways than one. There are many admirable qualities to this film, not

least of which is Swinton speaking fluent Italian throughout and some Russian as well. As beautiful as

some of the camera work is, there is maybe too much style and not enough substance.

The second film of the day is The White Ribbon, directed by Michael Haneke.  A series of crimes, such

as a young boy being kidnapped and beaten and a barn being burned, plague a small farming town in

Germany before the First World War. We witness an adherance to harsh rules and obedience amongst

the families and many times it appears the parents abuse their children in trying to discipline them.  So

how do we expect these children to deal with their own anger? There is a constant sense of suspicion

and foreboding because no one knows who is responsible for all these evil deeds.  It gives us a

snapshot of how a society can become violent as a result of a certain value system. This film is

beautifully shot in striking black and white by Christian Berger and every scene looks like a historical

photo from that era. Powerful film.

The last film of the day was The Boys Are Back, directed by Scott Hicks.
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The film stars Clive Owen as sports writer Joe Warr who becomes a single father very early in the film

when his wife dies because of illness.  While he tries to deal with his grief he also has to figure out how

to parent his toddler since his wife was the one who provided the structure and the nurturing. To

complicate things, a teenage son from a previous marriage comes to live with Joe.   It’s refreshing to see

Owen in a role other than any number of the macho roles he’s done in the last few years although some

of the more heart wrenching scenes of grief and vulnerability seemed at times, forced and unconvincing.

The film could have been a sentimental melodrama but the scenes and dialogue between Warr and his

sons as they try to make a home for themselves came across as authentic and natural. The score by Hal

Lindes is hauntingly beautiful. Overall, a satisfying film.

Day 10

The last and final day of the festival.  The first film of the day is the Greek film Dogtooth, directed

by Yorgos Lanthimos.  This will have been the weirdest and most fascinating film experience yet.  It

tells the story of a husband and wife and their three adult children who have been brought up in isolation

from the outside world.   The film is unique and disturbing and one you will not soon forget.

My last film of the festival is Terry Gilliam’s The Imaginarium of Doctor Parnassus.   The film is best

known for being Heath Ledger’s last film before his tragic death.   Ledger plays Tony who is on the run

from Russian gangsters.  Tony joins a traveling stage show featuring Dr. Parnussus(Christopher

Plummer),  who entices audience members to go through a magical mirror to a surreal Dali-esque

world.   It is a charming film.  Gilliam was present at the screening and he explained that Ledger had

finished most of the scenes in the script when he appeared before going through the mirror.  So to

complete the film the obvious answer was to have Tony appear differently each time he went through

the mirror in the fantasy sequences. Johnny Depp, Jude Law and Colin Farrell, who admirably signed

on to the project after Ledgers death, appear seamlessly in the film. The fantasy sequences are magical.

Ledger gives one of his best performances. This is one of my favorite films from the festival this year.

In my next and final Festival Diary for this year I will try to summarize some of the highlights and

lowlights from this year’s Toronto International Film Festival.
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